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	Introduction


					“Introduction,”
				A Member’s Guide to Temple and Family History Work: Ordinances and Covenants, iv

[bookmark: 2]
Life is a homeward journey for all of us back to the presence of God in his celestial kingdom.

[bookmark: 3]
“Ordinances and covenants become our credentials for admission into His presence. To worthily receive them is the quest of a lifetime; to keep them thereafter is the challenge of mortality.

[bookmark: 4]
“Once we have received them for ourselves and for our families, we are obligated to provide these ordinances vicariously for our kindred dead, indeed for the whole human family” (Boyd K. Packer, in Conference Report, Apr. 1987, p. 27; or Ensign, May 1987, p. 24).

[bookmark: 5]
Why are we obligated to provide ordinances for our deceased ancestors? The Prophet Joseph Smith explained that our own salvation and the salvation of the dead are inseparably connected:

[bookmark: 6]
“Let me assure you that these are principles in relation to the dead and the living that cannot be lightly passed over, as pertaining to our salvation. For their salvation is necessary and essential to our salvation, as … they without us cannot be made perfect—neither can we without our dead be made perfect” (D&C 128:15).

[bookmark: 7]
This booklet describes how gospel ordinances and covenants help us in our journey back to the presence of God. It explains our responsibility to receive ordinances for ourselves and for the dead. It also explains how we can begin providing ordinances for our ancestors.

[bookmark: 8]
Many members will find that this booklet is all they need to get started. Others may want the additional help of ward family history consultants. Family history consultants can help members begin to identify their ancestors and provide temple ordinances for them. To find out who the consultants are, members can contact a member of the elders quorum presidency or high priests group leadership.

[bookmark: 9]
This booklet can also help ward family history consultants. Ways in which consultants might effectively use it are explained in the Temple and Family History Leadership Handbook, pages 11–12.
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	Salvation for the Living and the Dead
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[bookmark: 2]
The Atonement provides the way for us to overcome death and obtain eternal life. The Lord said to the Prophet Joseph Smith:

[bookmark: 3]
“For, behold, the Lord your Redeemer suffered death in the flesh; wherefore he suffered the pain of all men, that all men might repent and come unto him.

[bookmark: 4]
“And he hath risen again from the dead, that he might bring all men unto him, on conditions of repentance” (D&C 18:11–12).

[bookmark: 5]
As a result of the Atonement, every person will be resurrected (see 1 Corinthians 15:22). However, to attain eternal life, which is exaltation in the celestial kingdom, we must have faith in Jesus Christ, repent, receive the saving ordinances of the gospel, and endure to the end (see 3 Nephi 27:16–19).

[bookmark: 6]
Ordinances for the Living

[bookmark: 7]
Baptism and confirmation, the first ordinances of the gospel, are the gate by which we enter the narrow path that leads to eternal life (see 2 Nephi 31:17–18). To continue on this path after baptism, we must also receive the sacred ordinances of the temple—the endowment and the sealing ordinances. We must remain faithful to the covenants we make. These ordinances are essential to our exaltation.

[bookmark: 8]
Ordinances for the Dead

[bookmark: 9]
What of those people who died without hearing the gospel of Jesus Christ or receiving the saving ordinances? As part of his plan of salvation, our Heavenly Father has prepared a way for the dead to enjoy the blessings of the gospel.

[bookmark: 10]
While Jesus’ body lay in the tomb after his crucifixion, his spirit went to the spirit world. There he preached the gospel to the spirits of the just (see 1 Peter 3:18–20; 1 Peter 4:6; D&C 138:11–19). He organized missionaries to preach the gospel to those in spirit prison: “From among the righteous, he … appointed messengers, clothed with power and authority, and commissioned them to go forth and carry the light of the gospel to them that were in darkness, even to all the spirits of men; and thus was the gospel preached to the dead” (D&C 138:30). This great missionary work in the spirit world continues today (see D&C 138:57).

[bookmark: 11]
The people in the spirit world can exercise faith and accept the gospel message, but they cannot receive the ordinances of the gospel for themselves. The Lord has directed us to perform these ordinances for them. President Spencer W. Kimball declared:

[bookmark: 12]
“Missionary work is also continuing beyond the veil among the millions and even billions of the children of our Heavenly Father who have died either without hearing the gospel or without accepting it while they lived on the earth. Our great part in this aspect of missionary work is to perform on this earth the ordinances required for those who accept the gospel over there” (“The Things of Eternity—Stand We in Jeopardy?” Ensign, Jan. 1977, p. 3).

[bookmark: 13]
Each of us can play a vital role in providing ordinances for the dead. We can identify those who have died and see that temple ordinances are performed in their behalf. As we serve those who wait in the spirit world, we can come to know the blessing of assisting the Savior in the great work of salvation.
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	Temple Ordinances for You and Your Immediate Family
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[bookmark: 2]
The temple is the house of the Lord. There you may receive sacred ordinances and enter into covenants that are essential for exaltation in the celestial kingdom. These ordinances include the endowment and sealings.

[bookmark: 3]
The Endowment

[bookmark: 4]
The endowment explains the purpose of life and Heavenly Father’s plan for the exaltation of his children. President Brigham Young taught:

[bookmark: 5]
“Your endowment is, to receive all those ordinances in the House of the Lord, which are necessary for you, after you have departed this life, to enable you to walk back to the presence of the Father, … and gain your eternal exaltation” (in Journal of Discourses, 2:31).

[bookmark: 6]
When you obey covenants made in the endowment, your understanding of God’s eternal purposes increases and your life is filled with a greater abundance of the Spirit. You have a greater capacity to love others and meet the challenges of daily life.

[bookmark: 7]
Church members usually receive the endowment when they are preparing to serve full-time missions or be married or sealed in the temple. Generally, unmarried members are not endowed until they are called as missionaries or until they become established in their vocations or professions and need to be strengthened further in righteous living.

[bookmark: 8]
Talk to your bishop about receiving your endowment. He can explain what you need to do to prepare to go to the temple and receive this sacred ordinance.

[bookmark: 9]
Sealings

[bookmark: 10]
The sealing ordinances unite families for eternity. President Spencer W. Kimball described the eternal joy and blessing of these ordinances:

[bookmark: 11]
“The greatest joys of true married life can be continued. The most beautiful relationships of parents and children can be made permanent. The holy association of families can be never-ending if husband and wife have been sealed in the holy bond of eternal matrimony” (The Teachings of Spencer W. Kimball, ed. Edward L. Kimball [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1982], p. 297).

[bookmark: 12]
The sealing ordinances include—

	
[bookmark: 13]
Sealing of husband and wife (temple marriage).


	
[bookmark: 14]
Sealing of children to parents.



[bookmark: 15]
The sealing of husband and wife in the temple is essential to becoming an eternal family. Important covenants are associated with this ordinance. Faithfulness to these covenants will bless your family now and in eternity. You will have greater love, patience, and happiness in your home. You will have greater strength to endure the trials of life. And you and your family will receive comfort from knowing that you can be together forever.

[bookmark: 16]
Children born to parents who have been sealed in the temple are born in the covenant of their parents’ sealing. These children automatically become part of an eternal family. Children who are not born in the covenant can also become part of an eternal family by being sealed to parents. Your bishop can answer questions about this sealing ordinance.

[bookmark: 17]
An eternal family should be the goal of every Latter-day Saint. Couples who have not yet been sealed to each other should discuss with their bishop what they can do to prepare themselves for this great blessing. Those who have been sealed should remain true to their covenants and worthy of the great blessings promised to them.
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	Temple Ordinances for the Dead

[bookmark: 41]
All of these activities can help you provide the sacred ordinances of the temple for your ancestors and others. As you do, you will know the great joy of being a savior on Mount Zion for some of our Father’s children.
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	Step 1: Identify Your Ancestors


	
[bookmark: 98]
• Boundaries on maps may not correspond to those accepted by nomadic or tribal peoples, such as Native Americans. For such people, use the following four categories of places: (1) clan, band, or totem; (2) tribe or nation; (3) province or state; (4) country.




[bookmark: 99]
If you don’t know the exact place where an event happened, provide an assumed location if possible. For ordinances to be performed, you need at least a country of residence. (See “Calculating and Estimating Information.”)

[bookmark: 100]
Calculating and Estimating Information

[bookmark: 101]
You may calculate or estimate dates and places if exact information is not available.

[bookmark: 102]

Calculated dates. You may calculate a date, such as a birth date, when you know the date of an event and the person’s age at the time of the event. For example, if the 1860 census lists a person as two years old, you may calculate the birth year to be 1858. (When you are using TempleReady to prepare names for the temple, the program can calculate dates for you if you provide the date of an event and the person’s age at the time of the event.)

[bookmark: 103]

Approximate dates. You may estimate dates based on other information. Write “abt” (for “about”) before approximate dates. You need at least the approximate year of an event for ordinances to be performed. Following are some examples of how you may estimate a date:

	
[bookmark: 104]
You may use family knowledge or tradition. For example, if family tradition says that an ancestor was sixteen when she married in 1876, you can estimate that she was born “abt 1860.”


	
[bookmark: 105]
You may use standard genealogical approximations. From a marriage date, you can estimate birth dates. You can estimate that a man was married at age twenty-five and a woman at age twenty-one. You can also estimate that a first child was born one year after the parents’ marriage and that subsequent children were born every two years after that.
	
[bookmark: 106]
For example, if a couple were married in 1825, you could estimate that the husband was born “abt 1800,” the wife was born “abt 1804,” their first child was born “abt 1826,” their second child was born “abt 1828,” and so on.






[bookmark: 107]
Remember, for ordinances to be performed, you need to list at least an approximate year.

[bookmark: 108]

Assumed places. You may assume places of residence based on a place where one member of a family was born or died or lived at some time, or where the husband and wife were married. This place can be used as a probable place of residence for the other members of the family.

[bookmark: 109]
For example, if the birthplace of a child was Hendersonville, Henderson, North Carolina, USA, you can list this town as the probable place of birth, marriage, and other events for other family members. To show that a place may not be the actual location, precede it with the word “of,” for example, “of Hendersonville, Henderson, North Carolina, USA.” For ordinances to be performed, you need at least a country of residence, for example, “of Germany.”
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	Step 2: Find Out Which Ancestors Need Temple Ordinances

[bookmark: 12]
General Guidelines

[bookmark: 13]
Before preparing names for temple ordinances, consider the following guidelines:

	
[bookmark: 14]
A waiting period of at least one full year after death is required before temple ordinances may be performed for those who died without receiving their ordinances. This one-year waiting period does not apply to worthy members who died when under twenty-one years of age or who were unable to go to a temple in their lifetime for reasons beyond their control.


	
[bookmark: 15]
If the person was born within the last ninety-five years, obtain permission for the ordinances from the person’s closest living relative. This relative often wishes to receive the ordinances in behalf of the deceased or designate someone to receive them. In some instances, the relative may wish to postpone the performance of the ordinances. Also, be aware that acting in conflict with the wishes of the closest living relative can result in bad feelings toward you and the Church.


	
[bookmark: 16]
Information about royalty or persons who lived before a.d. 1500 is difficult to verify. Before preparing the names of such people for ordinances, write or call the Family History Department, Medieval Families Unit, 50 East North Temple Street, Salt Lake City, Utah 84150; telephone 1-800-346-6044. The Medieval Families Unit can help you avoid duplicating ordinances for those born before a.d. 1500.


	
[bookmark: 17]
If you find an ancestor listed in the International Genealogical Index with his or her name spelled differently or with a different event date or place given, the ordinances for that person are valid. You do not need to submit the person’s name for temple ordinances again. To share the corrected information, submit your work to Ancestral File.



[bookmark: 18]
As you identify your ancestors and prepare their names for ordinances, you may discover some unusual circumstances. These include, for example, persons presumed dead, persons with mental handicaps, and couples who lived together as husband and wife for whom no marriage record can be found. Instructions on how to handle these and other circumstances are available wherever TempleReady is located. See your ward family history consultant for help.

[bookmark: 19]
Ordinances That May Not Be Needed

[bookmark: 20]
Some of your ancestors or their children may not need all temple ordinances, for example:

	
[bookmark: 21]
• When a husband and wife are sealed in the temple before their children are born, their children are born in the covenant and do not need to be sealed to their parents.



	
[bookmark: 22]
• No ordinances are necessary for children who are stillborn. However, if there is any possibility that a child lived after birth, he or she should be sealed to the parents unless the child was born in the covenant.

	
[bookmark: 23]
Note: In some countries, children who died shortly after birth were listed in vital records as stillborn. Countries that have sometimes listed live births as stillborn include Austria, Belgium, Czechoslovakia, German states (Baden, Bavaria, Germany, Hesse-Darmstadt, Prussia, Saxony, Thuringia, Württemberg), Denmark, Finland, France, Hungary, Iceland, Italy, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Sweden, and Switzerland. Children listed as stillborn on records from these countries may be sealed to their parents.






	
[bookmark: 24]
• Children who died before age eight and were not born in the covenant need only to be sealed to their parents. They do not need any other ordinances.




[bookmark: 25]
The Church will automatically ensure that ordinances are completed for deceased members if the family of the deceased does not perform the ordinances within five years.

[bookmark: 26]
Delaying Ordinance Work

[bookmark: 27]
You may wish to delay having ordinances performed for a person when research is still in progress, when you have not received permission from the immediate family members, or when another family member is going to submit the person’s name for ordinances. If you do not want some ordinances to be performed for a person at this time, you may submit the person’s name at a later time or submit the name now and request that only certain ordinances be performed.

[bookmark: 28]
Use TempleReady to Prepare Names for Ordinances

[bookmark: 29]
TempleReady is a FamilySearch computer program that helps you prepare names for ordinances and send them directly to the temple. The TempleReady program is available in many stakes. Your ward family history consultant can arrange for you to use it and provide any other help you need.

[bookmark: 30]
If TempleReady is not yet available in your stake, send your family group records or diskette containing your information to—

	
[bookmark: 31]
• United States and Canada: Family History Department, Attention: Names Submission, 50 East North Temple Street, Salt Lake City, Utah 84150.



	
[bookmark: 32]
• Outside the United States and Canada: The temple nearest to you.




[bookmark: 33]
When using the TempleReady program, you will do the following:

	
[bookmark: 34]
• Enter your information into the computer.

	
[bookmark: 35]
Type the information from your family group records, or copy your information from a computer diskette that you have brought with you. Enter only the names of ancestors who you believe need temple ordinances performed. If ordinances have already been completed for an ancestor, they do not need to be repeated.



	
[bookmark: 36]
The TempleReady program checks to see if the information you typed is complete enough for ordinances to be performed. It then checks the International Genealogical Index to see if temple ordinances have already been completed for that person.



	
[bookmark: 37]
As the program checks your information, questions are displayed on the computer screen. Your answers to these questions help TempleReady prepare your ancestors’ names for temple work. You respond to the questions by selecting options from a list or typing in additional information.






	
[bookmark: 38]
• Specify whether you will provide proxies for the ordinances.

	
[bookmark: 39]
Proxies are people who receive ordinances in behalf of the dead. Since your ancestors cannot receive the ordinances for themselves, someone on earth—a proxy—receives the ordinances for them.



	
[bookmark: 40]
If you will be providing the proxies, you should plan to provide them for all the ordinances. You may perform the ordinances yourself or invite relatives, friends, and ward members to help you. The temple can assist you if you have special needs.



	
[bookmark: 41]
If you plan to provide the proxies yourself, the names you submit will be put in the Family File at the temple. Plan to submit only as many names to the Family File as you can complete ordinances for within two months. When necessary, the temple can extend the time for up to one year. If you let two months go by without completing any ordinances or requesting an extension, temple workers will try to contact you about placing the names in the Temple File and making them available to others attending the temple. This ensures that the ordinances will be performed for your ancestors.



	
[bookmark: 42]
If you request that the temple provide the proxies, your names will be put directly into the Temple File.






	
[bookmark: 43]
• Copy the prepared names and other information onto a diskette.

	
[bookmark: 44]
The last step in using TempleReady is to copy onto a diskette the names that are prepared for ordinances. You will take or send this diskette to the temple so that ordinances can be performed. TempleReady helps you prepare a backup diskette containing the same information for you to keep in case the diskette sent to the temple is lost or damaged.







[bookmark: 45]
When you finish using TempleReady, the program will prepare a report containing the names to be sent to the temple for ordinances. The report also includes the names of ancestors for whom temple ordinances have already been completed and the dates of those ordinances, as well as the names of ancestors for whom additional identifying information is needed.
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[bookmark: 2]
Send Your TempleReady Diskette to the Temple

[bookmark: 3]
Send the TempleReady diskette in a protective mailer to the temple you have selected. Ask your ward family history consultant for the address.

[bookmark: 4]

If you are providing the proxies, make sure that the temple receives the TempleReady diskette a few days before you plan to complete the ordinances. Check with someone at the temple’s Family File desk before your visit to make sure that the names are ready.

[bookmark: 5]

If you submitted the names to the Temple File, the temple will make certain that all ordinances are performed. Dates of the completed ordinances will appear in a future edition of the International Genealogical Index.

[bookmark: 6]
Prepare for Your Visit

[bookmark: 7]
Prepare yourself spiritually to attend the temple. If you are in tune with the Spirit, you will more fully understand and appreciate the importance of this work.

[bookmark: 8]
Remember that persons who serve as proxies may do so only for persons of their own sex. In addition, they must meet the following requirements:

	
[bookmark: 9]
A person serving as a proxy for baptisms and confirmations must be at least twelve years of age; must have been baptized; if male, must hold the priesthood; and must have a current Temple Recommend or be listed on a current Limited-Use Recommend.


	
[bookmark: 10]
A person serving as a proxy for ordinations to the Melchizedek Priesthood, endowments, or sealings must be endowed and have a current Temple Recommend.



[bookmark: 11]
Schedule Your Visit

[bookmark: 12]
If possible, contact the temple to schedule times to complete the ordinances listed below, except for the endowment, which may be performed anytime the temple is open.

[bookmark: 13]
Ordinances are completed in the following sequence:

	
[bookmark: 14]
• Baptism and confirmation



	
[bookmark: 15]
• Ordination to the Melchizedek Priesthood (for men)



	
[bookmark: 16]
• Endowment



	
[bookmark: 17]
• Sealing




[bookmark: 18]
The marriage sealing follows the endowment. A couple’s children may be sealed to them after the couple have been sealed.

[bookmark: 19]
In some very limited circumstances, some ordinances for the dead do not follow this sequence. Please direct any questions to the temple presidency or temple recorder.

[bookmark: 20]
Attend the Temple

[bookmark: 21]
When you go to the temple to receive ordinances in behalf of your ancestors, go to the Family File desk. Cards bearing the names you have submitted are kept there in a file under your name. If you are not sure where the Family File desk is located, ask for help.

[bookmark: 22]
After obtaining the cards, you may receive the ordinances for your ancestors. Temple workers will provide any guidance you may need.

[bookmark: 23]
Record the Ordinance Information

[bookmark: 24]
If you provided proxies for the ordinances, you can record in your records the date of each ordinance and the temple in which it was performed. This will help you keep an accurate record of completed ordinances so that you can avoid resubmitting names.

[bookmark: 25]
If you submitted the names to the Temple File, you can be assured that the ordinances will be completed. Write “Completed” or “Done” in the ordinance spaces. The dates the ordinances were performed will be included in an upcoming edition of the International Genealogical Index. The International Genealogical Index is updated regularly and is available on microfiche and as part of FamilySearch.
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[bookmark: 2]
Scriptures

[bookmark: 3]
You will gain a deeper understanding of the doctrine and meaning of temple and family history service by prayerfully considering these scriptures:

[bookmark: 4]

Doctrine and Covenants 84:4–5; 95:8, 11, 13–17; 105:33; 109; 110; 124:26–44, 55; 127:5–10; 128; 131:2–4; 132:6–33; 137; 138


[bookmark: 5]

Malachi 3:1; 4:5–6 (see also 3 Nephi 25:5–6; Doctrine and Covenants 2; 110:13–16; Joseph Smith—History 1:36–39)

[bookmark: 6]
Additional references are identified in the Topical Guide of the LDS edition of the King James Bible under headings such as “Endowment, Endow”; “Genealogy and Temple Work”; “House”; “Marriage, Celestial”; “Salvation for the Dead”; and “Temple.”

[bookmark: 7]
Books and Pamphlets

[bookmark: 8]

The Holy Temple (pamphlet, 30959) by Boyd K. Packer; a book by the same title is also available (Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1980)

[bookmark: 9]

The House of the Lord, by James E. Talmage, rev. ed. (Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1976)

[bookmark: 10]

Temple Preparation Seminar Discussions (31181)

[bookmark: 11]

Temples (booklet, 31138)

[bookmark: 12]
Videocassette

[bookmark: 13]

The Mountain of the Lord (VHS 53300)

[bookmark: 14]
General Conference Addresses

[bookmark: 15]

“Covenants,” 
				 Boyd K. Packer, in Conference Report, Apr. 1987, pp. 24–28; or Ensign, May 1987, pp. 22–25

[bookmark: 16]

“Keeping the Temple Holy,” 
				 Gordon B. Hinckley, in Conference Report, Apr. 1990, pp. 65–69; or Ensign, May 1990, pp. 49–52

[bookmark: 17]

“Personal Temple Worship,” 
				 David B. Haight, in Conference Report, Apr. 1993, pp. 28–32; or Ensign, May 1993, pp. 23–25

[bookmark: 18]

“The Redemption of the Dead,” 
				 Boyd K. Packer, in Conference Report, Oct. 1975, pp. 145–49; or Ensign, Nov. 1975, pp. 97–99

[bookmark: 19]

“Redemption: The Harvest of Love,” 
				 Richard G. Scott, in Conference Report, Oct. 1990, pp. 3–7; or Ensign, Nov. 1990, pp. 5–7

[bookmark: 20]

“The Temple of the Lord,” 
				 Thomas S. Monson, in Conference Report, Apr. 1993, pp. 3–4; or Ensign, May 1993, pp. 4–5

[bookmark: 21]

“The Temple, the Priesthood,” 
				 Boyd K. Packer, in Conference Report, Apr. 1993, pp. 21–25; or Ensign, May 1993, pp. 18–21

[bookmark: 22]

“Temples and Work Therein,” 
				 David B. Haight, in Conference Report, Oct. 1990, pp. 73–77; or Ensign, Nov. 1990, pp. 59–61

[bookmark: 23]

“This Peaceful House of God,” 
				 Gordon B. Hinckley, in Conference Report, Apr. 1993, pp. 88–93; or Ensign, May 1993, pp. 72–75
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